
Shepherd of the Valley Lutheran Church 

Y Our Mission:  We are a welcoming family in Christ who serves through celebrating and sharing our many gifts. Y   
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DECEMBER EVENTS 
 

DECEMBER 3 ς CONFIRMATION CLASS 
              SVLC WORK PARTY 
DECEMBER 4 ς  ADVENT DAY OF GIVING AT SVLC 
DECEMBER 7 ς ADVENT EVENING PRAYER AT 7PM 
DECEMBER 14 ς ADVENT EVENING PRAYER AT 7PM 
DECEMBER 15 ς ABC BARN CHRISTMAS PROGRAM 
DECEMBER 18 ς CHRISTMAS CAROLING AFTER  
  SECOND SERVICE 
DECEMBER 21 ς ADVENT EVENING PRAYER AT 7PM 
DECEMBER 22 ς CHRISTMAS CAROLING  
  FROM 2PM TO 4PM 
DECEMBER 24 ς CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICES AT 6PM, 
  9PM AND 11PM 
DECEMBER 25 ς CHRISTMAS DAY SERVICE AT 10AM 

 
 
 
 
 
 
COMING IN JANUARY: 

JANUARY 13-15 ς Yolijwa RETREAT 

JANUARY 21 ς QUILTING 9AM TO 12PM 
 

The Season of Advent, December 2011 

During my seminary internship year (what our seminarian Becca Ajer is 
ƴƻǿ ŘƻƛƴƎύΣ L ǿŀǎ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ άƳŀƪƛƴƎ ƻǾŜǊέ ǘƘŜ ƛƴǎƛŘŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ [ǳǘƘŜǊŀƴ 
Campus Ministry house in St. Louis, Missouri.  The walls of this quaint, 
ƭƛǘǘƭŜ ƘƻǳǎŜ ƘŀŘ ōŜŜƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƭƻǊ ƻŦ άǿƘƛǘŜ-on-ŘǳǎǘέΣ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǊƴŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ 
shelves were cluttered, and the rooms were lined with old, unmatched 
furniture.  Although these had come through the years as donations out 
of the kindness of campus ministǊȅ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘŜǊǎΩ ƘŜŀǊǘǎΣ ǘƘŜ ǇƭŀŎŜ ǿŀǎ 
frankly quite dull and uninviting to students.  

This was a great learning experience for me:  I had never really been 
ōƻǘƘŜǊŜŘ ōȅ άƎŀǊŀƎŜ ǎŀƭŜ ŦǳǊƴƛǘǳǊŜέ ŀƴŘ ǿƘƛǘŜ ǿŀƭƭǎΦ  I had always figured 
that ministry just took a few friends, some bibles, a candle, and a slab of 
concrete.  I mean, I was the guy who wanted to have a keg in the cornfield 
on my wedding day.  LΩǾŜ ǎƭƻǿƭȅ ōǳǘ ǎǳǊŜƭȅ ŎƻƳŜ ǘƻ ǊŜŀƭƛȊŜ ǘƘŀǘΣ ŜǾŜƴ ƛŦ 
the core elements are thereτpeople, Scripture, food and drinkτ
ǎƻƳŜǘƛƳŜǎ ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ Ƨǳǎǘ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ƳƛǎǎƛƴƎΦ  And in order to more lovingly 
ŜȄǘŜƴŘ DƻŘΩǎ ǿŜƭŎƻƳŜ ŦǳǊǘƘŜǊΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƻ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜ ƛǘ ƳƻǊŜ Ŧǳƭƭȅ ƻǳǊǎŜƭǾŜǎΣ 
we needed to do some work on that house.  

There was good energy and funding around the idea, particularly from the 
graduate students in the program, and so we donned our overalls and got 
to town.  We added color, rearranged, de-cluttered, matched new 
furniture.  My friend Brit taught me what it means to make things 
άǇƻǇέτa picture of a student, a fireplace, a special lamp that was 
previously overlooked.  What a difference!  We jokingly (and Lutheran-ly) 
ƴŀƳŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǿƘƻƭŜ ŜƴŘŜŀǾƻǊ άhǇŜǊŀǘƛƻƴΥ LƴǘŜǊƛƻǊ wŜŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴέΦ 

Most of this month is Advent.  If you asked ten people in the mall, how 
many of them would know what Advent is?  What would you tell 
them?  (hint: adventconspiracy.org)  ά!ŘǾŜƴǘ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ŀōƻǳǘ aŀǊȅΩǎ 
ǇǊŜƎƴŀƴŎȅ ōǳǘ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘΩǎ Ŏƻƴǘƛƴǳŀƭ ǇǊŀȅŜǊ ǘƘŀǘ DƻŘ ǿƛƭƭ ŎƻƳŜΧǘƻ 
us, bring life to a dying worlŘέ όKeeping Time, Augsburg Fortress, 2009). 

 LΩƳ ǿƻƴŘŜǊƛƴƎ ƛŦ ǘƘŜ ƳŀŘ ǊǳǎƘ ǘƻ /ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎ ƳŀƪŜǎ /ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎ ŀ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ ōƛǘ ƳƻǊŜ ƭƛƪŜ ŀ ōƛōƭŜ ǎǘǳŘȅ ƻƴ ŀ ǎƭŀō ƻŦ ŎƻƴŎǊŜǘŜ ƻǊΣ ŜǾŜn 
worse, a keg in the cornfield. Yes, the core elements arŜ ǘƘŜǊŜΣ ōǳǘΧǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎΩǎ ƳƛǎǎƛƴƎΦ 

The irony of Advent is that in the shaving away of excess (right in the midst of such excessive consumption), in the clearing of 
our hearts and homes and lives, in the waiting and the listening, in the anticipation of the ongoing entrance of God into our 
daily experiences, so much is added. 

Before the Christmas party sweaters come the overalls.  Thanks be to God: Advent is our season of interior reformation.     

Pastor Dan 

 

Join us at SVLC  for 
Advent Evening Prayer 

7PM every Wednesday during Advent 
 

http://adventconspiracy.org/
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hǳǊ ²ŜƭŎƻƳƛƴƎ CŀƳƛƭȅ ƛƴ /ƘǊƛǎǘΧ 
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Did You Know?  

 

¶ Not only do we have pocket quilts and lap quilts, 
but we have quilt squares as well.  They are 
perfect for night stands, end tables or care 
packages.  They are also wonderful for friends 
or family members that have already received a 
quilt.  They can be found on the shelves next to 
the full sized quilts.  Please fill out a request 
sheet and leave the chosen quilt square in the 
pink tub.  They will be blessed and tied on your 
chosen Sunday.  Contact Heather Roschke or 
Nancy Harrelson for more information. 

 

¶ Matt and Jenny Fenner are celebrating their 
25th wedding anniversary on December 27th. 

 

SVLC Staff Job 

Opening  
 
After many years of faithful service, 
our parish administrator, Judy 
Ellingson is planning to retire (at the 
end of May 2012). An official job 
description and list of duties will be 
created as we seek to fill this 
important position at SVLC. If you are 
interested in finding out more or 
applying, please contact Pastor Dan. 

Out to Lunch Bunch  
 
    *The out to lunch bunch will 
not be meeting in December (to 
break for the holiday season). 
They will meet again in January* 

Congratulations and Thanks  
to our newly-elected council  
members: Eldon Andersen,  
Rich Durham, and Jim Jones. 
 

Calling all Bakers, Fruit Tray and Candy Makers...  
 
  
 
 
 
 
As a token of our care and appreciation, SVLC will be providing the 
refreshments for the ABC Barn Christmas Program on the 15th of December. 
Please sign up to bring something sweet, and deliver it to the church by 
December 11th.  The place will be full on performance night! 
 

Gold Ornaments for our Christmas Tree!  
¢ƻ ŎƻƳƳŜƳƻǊŀǘŜ {±[/Ωǎ 50th anniversary, we 
are going to be decorating our Christmas Tree 
with gold-colored ornaments. Any size or 
shape will do, as long as it's gold-colored. Our 
tree goes up on December 4thΦ  ²Ŝ ŀǊŜƴΩǘ 
asking for donated ornaments per se, in fact 
we prefer if you put a name tag on the 
ornament that you bring in so you can  
claim it later! 
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Fair Trade Coffees, Teas, 
and Chocolate available at SVLC 

  
 
 
 
 

 
 
Give a gift that not only tastes delicious, but also 
helps to support small-scale farmers. Your choice 
can mean the difference between a hard struggle 
to survive and a self-reliant, more comfortable 
living. It means money for nutritious food, school 
supplies and education, medicine and clothes, 
which may otherwise be out of reach.  Many of 
the items are organically-grown. All are part of 
the Equal Exchange Interfaith Program endorsed 
by the ELCA. SVLC will have gift baskets as well as 
individual items for sale. Make checks payable to 
SVLC -  with Fair Trade in the memo area. 
 

It's Caroling Time Again! 

  
 

 

 

 
Two opportunities are scheduled for you to join the 
fun as we visit homes and care centers, bringing 
blessings of smiles and songs. Don't miss this chance to 
spread Christmas cheer to our friends and members -- 
some of whom are not able to join us for worship 
services. You might just cheer yourself up too! 
 
Sunday, December 18, after 10:30am worship  
(~ 12:30pm -2:30pm) 
 
Thursday, December 22nd at 2:00 pm -4:00 pm  
- meet at SVLC 

Please sign up in the narthex. 

 

Χ/ŜƭŜōǊŀǘƛƴƎ hǳǊ aŀƴȅ DƛŦǘǎ 

3 

Unsung Shepherd:  Cheri Papike  

ς Cheri has been such a wonderful part of our community 
this year!  She and her husband Rich hosted a fabulous 
event during the summer; she participates in various 
groups and committees at church; she worships regularly, 
bringing her children and grandchildren along!  Most 
recently, Cheri, who is part of the Worship Planning 
Committee, has designed some removable black curtains to 
darken the space in our sanctuary.  This feature may be 
used to enable a certain type of worship experience, and it 
will also be an option to enrich preschool theatrical 
productions!  For this and so much more, Cheri, we thank 
you for your quiet άǎƘŜǇƘŜǊŘƛƴƎέΗ   

 

For unique and wonderful Christmas gift ideas... 

  

 

 

Shop the Lutheran World Relief website 
http://lwrgifts.org/  With LWR Gifts, your friend or 
family member gets a unique gift and a person in 
need gets the chance to change her life for the 
better.  Or support the LWR Handicrafts project by 
shopping at SERRV http://www.serrv.org/ or catalogs 
(available in the narthex). Featuring handcrafted fair 
trade items from around the world. Everything from 
authentic décor, handmade dishware, and stunning 
handcrafted baskets to gorgeous jewelry, scarves, and 
bags. Give special gifts that improve the lives of 
artisans and farmers worldwide. SERRV also donates a 
portion of sales to LWR. 

 

http://lwrgifts.org/
http://www.serrv.org/
http://www.serrv.org/
http://www.serrv.org/
http://www.serrv.org/category/home-decor
http://www.serrv.org/category/dishware
http://www.serrv.org/category/home-decor
http://www.serrv.org/category/women
http://www.serrv.org/category/scarves-knits
http://www.serrv.org/category/category/bags-totes
http://www.serrv.org/category/gifts-collections
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¶ ADVENT EVENING PRAYER ς EVERY WEDNESDAY OF ADVENT, 7pm.  Prayers and 
evening hymns to keep us centered, together, thankful, and hopeful during this 
Advent season. 

Worship in the Center 

τBIBLE STUDYτ 
 

*Will be on break until January 2nd*  
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MONTHLY LECTIONARY READINGS ς These are the reŀŘƛƴƎǎ ǿŜΩƭƭ ōŜ ƘŜŀǊƛƴƎ ƛƴ 
ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ǘƘƛǎ ƳƻƴǘƘΦ  ¸ƻǳΩǊŜ ŜƴŎƻǳǊŀƎŜŘ ǘƻ ǊŜŀŘ ŀƘŜŀŘΣ Ƨƻƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴǾŜǊǎŀǘƛƻƴ 
@ bookoffaith.org, and/or come to one of our Bible Studies (see page 6). 
 
SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT 
December 4, 2012 
Isaiah 40:1-11 
Psalm 85:1-2, 8-13 (13) 
2 Peter 3:8-15a 
Mark 1:1-8 
 
THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT 
December 11, 2012 
Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11 
Psalm 126 (3) or Luke 1:46b-55 (52) 
1 Thessalonians 5:16-24 
John 1:6-8, 19-28 

 
FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

December 18, 2012 
2 Samuel 7:1-11, 16 
Luke 1:46b-55 (52)  
Romans 16:25-27 
Luke 1:26-38 
 
NATIVITY OF OUR LORD 
December 25, 2011 
Isaiah 62:6-12 
Psalm 97 (11) 
Titus 3:4-7 
Luke 2:[1-7] 8-20 

¶ CHRISTMAS EVE: OH, COME LET US ADORE HIM ς all services include Holy 
Communion and candle-lighting.  Family Lessons and Carols @ 6pm, 
Traditional Lessons and Carols @ 9pm & 11pm. 

 
 

 

¶ CHRISTMAS DAY IS SUNDAY!   
One Worship Service with Holy Communion ς 10am 
 

FROM THAT MUSIC LADY... 

 CHOIR "LITE" 
You are invited to sing with the choir for the 
month of December or for Christmas Eve only - 
your choice!  No long term comittment 
required!  Join us for rehearsals December 8th 
@ 6:30 PM, December 14th @ 5:30 PM (this is 
a Wednesday), and December 22nd @ 6:30 
PM.  The choir will sing at the 9PM service on 
Christmas Eve. 

 
 "SING TOGETHERS" 
We will resume our pre-service "Sing 
Togethers" on January 8th.   

 
 FAMILY CHOIR 
Family Choir will sing on December 
18th.  Rehearse @ 9:30 AM/sing @ 10:30 AM 
service. 
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Serving and Sharing in Response 
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Calling all knitters, crocheters, & quilters.  We are 
beginning work for Project Linus 
again,  (www.projectlinus.org) a national 
organization that gives quilts to children ages 
newborn-18.  Our San Diego chapter gives to over 32 
organizations including children's hospitals, police, 
military, shelters, fire fighters and crisis homes.  All 
sized blankets are welcome and will be blessed on 
Easter and then sent off for distribution.  Patterns 
and instructions are available.  Contact Heather 
Roschke for more info. 
 

Advent Day of Giving 
Sunday, Dec. 4th 

Following both worship services 
 

Let's celebrate the Advent season by sharing  
fellowship and opportunities for giving! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Our day of giving will include Sunday School projects, 
family pictures, Fair Trade coffee and chocolate, and 

Lutheran World Relief displays. You'll also see 
opportunities to provide Common Ground school 

children and needy families at Crisis House with gifts. 
Can't wait to see ya there! 

We Want YOU! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Looking for a few ƎƻƻŘ ƳŜƴ ŀƴŘ ǿƻƳŜƴΧ 
 NOTE - DIFFERENT SATURDAY THIS MONTH 

To do work around the church! 
This month's Work Party will be on Saturday, December 3. 

Hot breakfast is served at 7:15 a.m., and then we get 
going... There's a project for everyone!  

No experience necessary... 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 

Meals on Wheels is holding a raffle. The prizes are 
one $300 and one $200 gift card at a Westfield 
Shopping centers. If you win you could cash them in, 
or shop, shop, shop! 
There are only 400 tickets, total, in the drawing. 
Tickets cost $5 for one ticket, or five for $20 (one 
free). Drawing is Tues. Dec. 6. 
Contact Carol Holler for more info about purchasing 
raffle tickets. Remember, only 400 tickets in drawing, 
so contact Carol right away.  

http://www.projectlinus.org/
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Learning and Growing 
 

ABC Barn Chapel schedule all at 9:30am* 
 
December 6 ς St. Nicholas Day 
December 12 ς Mary and Joseph 
December 19 ς Jesus is Born! 
December 27 ς The Star and the Gifts 
 
*times subject to change; call church office to 
double-check chapel times 
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ABC BARN PRESCHOOL CHRISTMAS PROGRAM ς άоср DAYS OF 

CHRISTMAS EACH YEARέ  
THATΩS RIGHT!  PRESCHOOLΩS BRINGING BACK THE TIMELESS CLASSIC!   
 
άLots of laughter, plenty of fun, and  
the beautiful opportunity of having  
Jesus walk with us every hour of  
ŜǾŜǊȅ ŘŀȅΣ ŀƭƭ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ ȅŜŀǊΦέ  
They have been practicing every  
day since Halloween!  Join us until  
December 16th, for a free preview  
any weekday at 10am.  (*times  
subject to change; call church office 
 to double-check chapel times.)  A wonderful opportunity to support 
ŀƴŘ ŜƴƧƻȅ ǘƘŜ ǇǊŜǎŎƘƻƻƭΧŀƴŘ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜ ŀn adorable Christmas musical 
treat! 
 

 
Common Ground News  
 
 
 
  
What a bountiful Thanksgiving for 100 families in the La Mesa-
Spring Valley School District!  Each received stuffing, beans, 
potatoes, onions, gravy, and cranberry sauce, as well as $20.00 
certificates for a turkey and dessert. All thanks to donations from 
San Diego Rotary Club, Feed America, as well as congregation 
members from SVLC, Foothills United Methodist Church, and Santa 
Sophia Church. All three churches met in the James Room at 
Foothills November 14th to bag all the dinners, and delivery was 
made to each of the schools during the week. Many thanks to 
Barbara Norton for her work with the SVLC portion -- from 
Halloween Carnival to potato pick up, she led our efforts. 
 
 For Christmastime, SVLC will once  
again have a Common Ground  
Christmas tree decorated with  
ornaments listing a name and gift  
request for a student in need at 
 Bancroft Elementary. If you'd like  
to participate, please take an  
ornament, purchase the gift  
request (suggested amount to spend  
is $20-25), and return the gift  
- unwrapped - to SVLC with the  
tag attached no later than Dec. 18. 
 

SHEPHERDING GODΩS PLANET 
 

  

Christian concern for the environment during 
the Advent-Christmas seasons is shaped by 
the Word of God spoken in creation, the Love 
of God, born in a manger, hanging on a cross, 
the Breath of God daily renewing the face of 
the earth. 

We of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in 
America are deeply concerned about the 
environment, locally and globally, as 
members of this church and as members of 
society. Even as we join the political, 
economic, and scientific discussion, we know 
care for the earth to be a profoundly spiritual 
matter. 

(adapted from 9[/!Ωǎ {ƻŎƛŀƭ {ǘŀǘŜƳŜƴǘ 
ά/ŀǊƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ /ǊŜŀǘƛƻƴΥ ±ƛǎƛƻƴΣ IƻǇŜ ϧ WǳǎǘƛŎŜέύ 

 



SVLC Vistas  Y  The Season of Advent  Y December 2011   

Connecting Beyond Ourselves in Mission for Christ 

News from TACO 
 
Happy December to you all!   
 

We start with exciting news!  TACO has received a 
ϷрΣллл ά[ǳǘƘŜǊŀƴ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ 9ŎƻƴƻƳƛŎ hǳǘǊŜŀŎƘ .ǊƛŘƎŜ 
DǊŀƴǘέ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ¢ƘǊƛǾŜƴǘ CƛƴŀƴŎƛŀƭ ŦƻǊ [ǳǘƘŜǊŀƴǎ 
foundation.  This also makes TACO eligible to participate in 
an additional $10,000 challenge grant-in which funds 
raised by TACO will be matched by Thrivent dollar for 
dollar.  Your entire donation will be matched up to a total 
of $10,000- ƳƻƴŜȅ ǘƘŀǘ ƎƻŜǎ ǘƻǿŀǊŘǎ ¢!/hΩǎ Ƴƛǎǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ 
serving the homeless and working poor of downtown San 
Diego.  
 With the countdown to Christmas beginning, we 
ŀƭǎƻ Ŏƻǳƴǘ Řƻǿƴ ǘƘŜ Řŀȅǎ ƭŜŦǘ ƻŦ ¢!/hΩǎ /ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎ ƛƴ Wǳƭȅ 
fundraiser.  As of the writing of this article, only $1,600.00 
has been raised since July.  To reach our goal of 250 gifts 
(sleeping bags) at $25.00 each, we still need $4,650.00.  
/ƘŜŎƪǎ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ƳŀŘŜ ǘƻ ά¢!/hέ ǿƛǘƘ ά/ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎ ƛƴ Wǳƭȅέ ƛƴ 
the memo line. 
 Once the gifts are purchased, we will need help to 
wrap them all!  The Wrapping Party will happen on 
Saturday, December 17 at 9:00 a.m. at TACO/First Lutheran 
Church (1420 Third Avenue, San Diego, 92101).  We will 
need wrapping paper, tape, and scissors to get the job 
done!  Then stick around for our always famous Volunteer 
Appreciation Party on the same day at 11:30 a.m.  Bring a 
dish to share if you are able.  Come to either one, or come 
to both!  RSVP with Rachel at 619-235-9445, ext 2 or 
Rachel.taco@firstlutheransd.org. 
 Winter is at our doorstep. Rain and near freezing 
temperatures at night are common. When the streets are 
ȅƻǳǊ ƘƻƳŜΣ ƛǘΩǎ ŘƛŦŦƛŎǳƭǘ ǘƻ ǎǘŀȅ ǿŀǊƳΦ ¢!/h ƛǎ ƛƴ ƴŜŜŘ of 
ƳŜƴΩǎ ƧŀŎƪŜǘǎ ŀƴŘ ǎǿŜŀǘǎƘƛǊǘǎ ǘƻ ƎƛǾŜ ǘƻ ƻǳǊ ƎǳŜǎǘǎ ǘƻ ƘŜƭǇ 
survive the cold nights.  We also are always in need of 
socks.   

In this season of Christmas, keep in prayer those 
people for whom there is still no room in the inn.   

 
Christmas Blessings, 
Rachel Line 
TACO Volunteer Coordinator 
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Crisis House Adopt-A-Family 

 

 

 

 

  

SVLC is seeking to extend God's welcome this 
Christmas by adopting two families in need 
from Crisis House. Gift bags will be labeled with 
information about the family members. The 
idea is to take an empty gift bag and bring it 
back to SVLC (by Sunday, Dec. 18) with a gift 
inside. We hope to provide each family 
member with new shoes, clothing, a jacket or 
sweater, and perhaps a toy or gift item.  Food 
will be collected as well. If you'd like to help 
with the organizing and delivery -- meet at 
SVLC on Monday, Dec. 10 at 1pm. Thanks in 
advance for your participation! 

 

Hey SVLC! Bringing men's jackets, sweatshirts 
and socks is another way to participate in our 
Advent Day of Giving on December 4 - look for 
the collection box in the narthex. 

 


