Thanksgiving Eve Worship

Shepherd of the Valley Lutheran Church – svlc.org 
November 25, 2009, 7:00pm

Gathering

Greeting & Announcements

Gathering Hymn – #693 "Come Ye Thankful People, Come" 
Prayer of the Day

Pastor: The Lord be with you

Assembly: And also with you.
Pastor: Let us pray.

Assembly:  Almighty God, your generous goodness comes to us new every day.  By the work of your spirit lead us to acknowledge your goodness, give thanks for you benefits and serve you in willing obedience, through Jesus Christ our Savior and Lord.  Amen.
Word

Joel 2:21-27

I Timothy 2:1-7

Matthew 6:25-33 
Thanksgiving Sermon

Hymn – #879 "For the Beauty of the Earth"

Prayers of the People

Sharing the Peace & Offering

Meal

Thanksgiving at the Table (Eucharistic Prayer) – p. 65

Lord’s Prayer – p. 112

Holy Communion

Communion Hymn – #839 "Now Thank We All Our God"

After Meal Blessing

Sending

Benediction

Sending Hymn – #679 "For the Fruit of All Creation"

Dismissal… 

Pastor:  Go in peace.  Christ is with us.
Assembly:  Thanks be to God.
Today's readings reflect two of the strains that go into the celebration of a national day of thanksgiving: gratitude for abundant harvest (Joel) and civic prayer for a peaceable common life (1 Timothy). The core meaning of Thanksgiving for many of us—a home feast for extended family and friends—is not reflected in the readings; but it is reflected weekly in the church's meal of thanksgiving (eucharist). What we wish for both these thanksgiving meals is that they will go deeper than celebration of one another and our own blessings, to recognize in our true Host one who wants everyone brought to the table.

Join us again on Sundays.  Worship times are 8:15 & 10:30am.

Children’s Worship and Sunday School is at 10:30am, 

with Nursery Care provided. 
And Advent Evening Vespers begin next Wednesday at 7:00pm.

	Prayers of Intercession


Gathered together with all the saints, let us pray for the church, the world, and all those in any need.

A brief silence.

We give you thanks, O God, for the blessings of this church. Guide and strengthen all the leaders of our congregations throughout the world, that together we might bless the world with your love. God of mercy,
hear our prayer.

We give you thanks, O God, for your abundant blessings to us and for the bounty of the world's resources. Help us to exercise care in the use of natural resources and to share our plenty with those in need. God of mercy,
hear our prayer.

We give you thanks, O God, for the freedoms we enjoy. Guide us and all our leaders, that we may use our freedom and power to make the world a place of peace and prosperity for all. God of mercy,
hear our prayer.

We give you thanks, O God, for the gift of family, friends, and loved ones. Bless our gatherings in the days and weeks to come, that our homes might be places of peace and joy in a world of conflict and stress. God of mercy,
hear our prayer.

We give you thanks, O God, for the gift of healing, and we ask that you might use us all to bring comfort and peace to those who are ill (especially). God of mercy,
hear our prayer.
Here other intercessions may be offered.


We give you thanks, O God, for the saints of every time and place who now sing your praises in your eternal kingdom. Keep us faithful to the end of our journey. God of mercy,
hear our prayer.

Into your hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your mercy, through Christ, our Lord. 
Amen.
	Offering Prayer


Creator God,
the earth and all that is in it belong to you. 
Inspire us to use what you have made 
to give justice to the oppressed, 
food to the hungry, and freedom to the captives. 
May our offerings, given in your name, 
lift up those who are bowed down;
through Jesus Christ, our Lord.
Amen.
	Invitation to Communion


Feast with the Lord, who has swallowed up death forever.

	Prayer after Communion


At your table, O God, we have been made new.
Our mourning and crying and pain pass away,
and we see the glory of your presence among us.
Unite us with this vision,
and make us into your holy people,
one in the body of Christ, our Lord.
Amen.
Jesus is the HOST of our Thanksgiving meal.  So we have so much to be thankful for.

Jesus is the one who made it possible for us to be here today, living, breathing in November of 2009, United States of America, La Mesa, CA.  [pause] Sometimes we forget that.  Jesus is the HOST of our Thanksgiving meal.  

Jesus is the one who formed us in our mother’s wombs, so many years ago, who gave the strength of love and protection to our mothers to give that final push or that faith in the doctor to bring us into this world.  Jesus is the HOST of our Thanksgiving meal.  

Jesus give us minds and hearts and bodies to accomplish so many things, even things as simple as digesting food, reading street signs, laughing and oxygenating our blood, or walking.  Jesus is the HOST of our Thanksgiving meal.

Jesus blessed us with land, creation, beauty all around—a place in which to dwell, a place in which to work.  Jesus is the HOST of our Thanksgiving meal.
Jesus has led us all of our days, blessing us with families, friends, food, faith.  Guiding our steps, sometimes ever so quietly, but always, always present.  Jesus is the host of our Thanksgiving meal.

Even in the midst of sorrow and tragedy, even through our grief and our pain, Jesus never leaves us.  [pause] Even as we stumble, make terrible mistakes, hurt our neighbors, laugh at our friends, hate our enemies, neglect ourselves, Jesus never leaves us.  Jesus is the host of our Thanksgiving meal.
Jesus has strung us together with those who have supported and loved us right up to this moment, right up to now.  Jesus is the host of our Thanksgiving meal.

Jesus has put us in touch us with a faith community, a liturgy and music that doesn’t just make us feel good, it actually gives us life, [pause] through the songs of grace, the words of healing, and the bread and wine of forgiveness.  Jesus is the HOST of our Thanksgiving meal.
And Jesus promises to go with us still.  Beyond this day, into our later years, into our times of trial, through the valleys, in the midst of our aching bodies, our tired minds, our parting with friends and loved ones.  Jesus stays with us all the way.  Jesus is the HOST of our Thanksgiving meal. 

All the way to the end.  All the way to the graves of this world, into the earth, into the fire, into the sea, into the air.  Jesus carries us and all we love beyond this world, and into the next.  Jesus shepherds us beyond death and into life.  

And when we arrive at that great feast that is to come, where there will be no more sighing, no more dying, no more weeping, no more war.  Where all will be fed and clothed and housed, where all will receive a portion, where all will be loved and treated as bless-ed, where all will be welcome, we will see it for ourselves sitting all together:  Jesus is the HOST of our Thanksgiving meal.

We do indeed have so much to be thankful for, because Jesus is the HOST of our Thanksgiving meal.  AMEN.
