Mark 7 24-37
One of my son Micah’s favorite places is Java Mama, a coffee shop in La Mesa…We often park on La Mesa Blvd…runs down to corner and rounds it, disappearing, he’s so excited to get there.  Frightening as a parent, of course, but exhilarating for him…new identity, this independence that he’s coming into on his own.  He rounds the corner and never looks back.  
What are corners, the turning points you’re coming around these days.  We all are, we always are…
· Turning point from our summer to our new school year – next week we bless…

· Yesterday I presided at the marriage of Katie Andersen, one of the daughters of this congregation.  Sat at table with your former Pastors Rich and George.  Baptized, Confirmed, Married.  Those are significant turning point.  Maybe the corner your rounding is a little more subtle, but a turning point nevertheless.  
· Light goes off , turning point for you in a way you’ve been thinking about your life—perhaps a renewed commitment…or an expired relationship

· Perhaps a living situation has changed – I know that’s true for me and my family.  New space to figure out how to live in…
· Turning points in our economy, in our schools, shifting workplace dynamics, perhaps retirement..
· Turning points in the church, certainly these days, after our Churchwide Assembly in MN.

· Turning points in our congregation, as this week our church council, as we plan for an additional staff position, pray over our budget, and discuss our stewardship.  We’re all coming around corners—sometimes excited like Micah, sometimes with fear and anxiety.

· What are the corners you’re coming around these days?

The little italicized blurb before the Gospel reading caught my attention this week, when it said…”Jesus’ encounters with women in Mark’s Gospel usually signify a turning point.  Here, a conversation with a Syrophonecian woman marks the beginning of his mission to the Gentiles.”   IN other words, ministry is beginning beyond his own people.  A Syrophonecian woman? Now that’s way out on the edge.  [Read 1st verse]
I know it’s a little hard to keep track of where exactly we are each week in our Gospel lessons—what’s happened and what’s not yet happened.  I had to review this myself because I was confused:  But Jesus up to this point (the first 6 chapters) has only been ministering – preaching, teaching, healing, casting out demons – in his own area of Galilee.  It’d be like living and working in and around San Diego your entire life and then suddenly going to the East Coast, let’s just say in Georgia…in our day in age, it would be a change like that.  That’s a different world.  That’s a significant turning point.
And there in Syrophonecia, the town is Tyre, he casts out a demon.

God is calling us to turning points like this, TODAY.  I believe that the Lutheran Church in the United States has been struggling to round the corner for sometime.  Lutherans started arriving in this country in the 1800s and immediately started clustering together.  The upper Midwest for the Scandinavians, Missouri and Illinois for the Germans.  Ministering among themselves.  Speaking the same language, be it German or Swedish or Norweigian, whatever the inside language was for that particular community.   And this is not surprising.  All humans cluster together with others that look like they do, think like they do, share the same traditions that they do, sing the same songs that they do.  It’s always been this way.  It was this way for the Jewish people, and even more so for the Jewish people in the Galilee region.
So what’s Jesus doing, going over to Tyre, over to the edge (the west coast actually) ministering to a Syrophonecian…WOMAN?  Jewish men didn’t just strike up conversations with foreign women.  What was Jesus thinking?  That’s not part of our history or tradition, the Jews would have said. 

Turning points.

James has got something to say to us today: [James brings the pain.]  Martin Luther by the way wanted to throw this book out of the Bible.  He called it the “epistle of straw.”  [Read beginning and end]. 

Now what do you do with that?  Do you think we should throw James out of the Bible too?  I understand what Luther was upset about…it didn’t jive with the St. Paul’s words about grace and faith, regardless of works.   

But again we’ve got to read Luther in his time and place.  He was turning a different corner in his day.  He was speaking and writing and ministering to a people who were being violently oppressed —spiritually and even physically—by the Church.  We was preaching and writing and ministering to a people who were being told they better get their works together or they’ll burn in hell.  I hope we’re not at that same corner…although sadly, many churches are.  
The corner we’re rounding today, is one of identity.  Of moving from a Lutheran cultural center—jokes about Sven and Ole, potlucks with jello and carrots, casseroles, lemon bars, “The Lord be with you,”  lefse, ludefisk, what are other Lutheran cultural bits?  YKYALI...a midlife crisis means switching from the old hymnbook to the new one. you give a party and don't tell anyone where it is....during the entire service you hold your hymnal open but never look down at it.
These are good things, funny things.  Are traditions are a joy.  But that not our identity, even if it seems like it has been.  There are even some demons, trapped in all that good and beloved tradition.  [pause]  Lutheran culture is not finally at the core of our identity.  God invites us to a turning point today, to a new place.

Our identity comes from Jesus Christ and him crucified.  Our identity comes in knowing that in times of trouble and in times of sorrow, we need not be frightened.  We need not even fear death and the grave because Christ goes with us.  That’s what Syrophonecia represents in our reading!  Tyre represents those places out on the edge, where we are unfamiliar.  The moment when a people who don’t look like you, or talk like you, or dress like you walk in—or better yet, when you walk out, like Jesus models in our text today, when you walk out to meet them, not showing favoritism or partiality.  Our security comes—ultimately—not in our Armed Services (God bless them), not in our pride, not in our own doing and attempts to shield ourselves from danger—financially, physically, nationally or spiritually—our security comes in Jesus Christ.
I’ll never forget the argument I once witnessed between a Lutheran theologian, named Eric Gritsch and a representative from the NRA.  It was a forum in college, and this guy from the NRA was arguing that we all need to protect ourselves.  And we were all nodding along with him.  Until Gristch challenged him with a core Lutheran idea:  our salvation lies in Jesus Christ and him crucified; we are saved, we are safe, not by ourselves, but by grace alone, faith alone.  Grace took on a whole new level of meaning for me in that moment.  Talk about a turning point.  And you could see it in their demeanor.  The guy from the NRA was angry, literally standing over Gritsch, yelling.  There’s a famous Lutheran theology book called Faith under Fire, and I was literally seeing it, as Gritsch was sitting back in his chair, even slouching—not flippant, very serious, but free from fear ultimately, non-anxious…saved.  
This doesn’t mean that we become naive, foolish, or gullible.  In fact the opposite:  as we stand at a turning point in our identity as Lutheran Christians, we are called to be wise, discerning the demons in our hearts, those things that hold us down, like the sick child on the bed in our text, those things that prevent us from being the people that God is calling us to be.  

Today, we like Micah, my little boy, round the corner, disappear about the turning point, with that same child-like exhilaration…of being in ministry together for the world…BUT even more with wisdom and understanding, with intentionality/direction not carelessness, peace in our hearts, knowing that we are forgiven, we are safe, we belong to God, this day and forever.  AMEN.           
