Mark 7.1-8, 14-15, 21-23 
God’s invitation to you this week is to cling to the Bible, the Word that gives life.  This Word might offer some answers, it might tell some fantastic stories about some amazing people.  Or this Word might share some interesting factual tidbits about a certain history of a people and a culture from long ago.  But don’t just cling to stories and histories when you gather and open yourself to this Word.  Let this Word be, as Peter named it in our Gospel today, ”the words of eternal life.”  This Word gives life, new life, hope.  This Word centers us, it resurrects us, even in the most confusing and difficult times—which might just be right now for many of us.
Ever wonder about these lectionary texts, who picks them?  I hope you do.  I had a chance to meet someone who was actually on that committee.  Our selected readings are only a few decades old!  And the readings for each Sunday are selected, not to get a coherent overall picture, although if you’re really paying attention, you can get that.  Year A, B, C.  This month we’ve been reading through the book of Ephesians in our New Testament reading, etc.  Lutheran preaching, for the most part does not go verse by verse, like many of our non-denominational brothers and sisters.  We gather around this selection of readings called the lectionary because what’s important on a Sunday morning is not just getting a story, but getting washed over with Gospel.  Covered with the Word of God, Word of Life.  So everything we read together in church centers us on the forgiveness, the promise of presence, and the salvation of God that comes to us in Jesus Christ.  I used to have professors that would say, “If you can’t find the gospel in the text you have to preach on, then pull the gospel from somewhere else.”  Because it’s all about the Gospel, it’s all about the lifegiving Word –  the forgiveness, the promise of presence, and the salvation of God that comes to us in Jesus Christ.     
Here is life [pointing to text], true life.  Not happy-clappy life, pretending everything in our own individual lives is just great, and we better make it line up to Scripture.  No, in fact the opposite, here is the place where we broken people, scarred people, proud people, confused people, guilty people come—to be nourished in this Word in this Book of Life.  
This week, was our Churchwide Assembly in MN, over 1000 voting members, 60% lay people from churches across the country.  They gathered to discuss many issues, and particularly the rostering of persons in same-gender monogamous relationships.  And as people kept coming to microphone, on either side of this homosexuality debate, they held Bibles in their hands—both sides seeking to ground their every word in the Word of God, Word of Life.  Clinging to the Book.  Prayers came every 20 minutes, and were grounded in words from the Psalms, or the book of Hebrews, or Philippians.  This Assembly continued, despite its differences, to gather itself around the Word.  We might have different interpretations of some different passages contained within the pages, but no one stood in opposition to the fact that these “are the words of eternal life.”  
Book of Life, our protection.  Cover me in nothing but the Word of God.
Our gospel text today is poignant once again because we come to the end of Jesus bread of life, word of life statements that we’ve been immersed in for the past 5 weeks, John chapter 6.  And now people, our text tells us are starting to walk away.  They are offended at Jesus, the disciples complain about Jesus.  But God invites us today, “Remain in my Word.”
Which Scripture passages do you hold by heart?  Probably more than you think…  23rd Psalm, the words of institution, verse for today, Ps 19:14(let the words of my mouth…), John 11:35 (Jesus wept) – what are those passages that will or have given you hope in the darkest or scariest of times.  I heard it said recently that “Every time we worship we are preparing for our death.”  Everytime we gather around the Word and the Meal of Life, we are preparing for our earthly death.  We must be immersed over and over and over, Sunday after Sunday, in this Word of God, filled with the body of God in order that we might die with the full assurance of God’s peace and salvation.  Doing worship well, immersing ourselves in the word well, coming “to the banquet, the feast of the universe” is a matter of life-and-death.   
God invites us this week to cling to the Word of Life, the word that offers forgiveness, the promise of presence, and the salvation that comes to us in Jesus Christ.  And, if I may be even more concrete, I want to invite you to read the Bible with someone for this next week, read the Bible with someone on a daily basis.  There are great resources out there if you would like: you can pick up a copy of Christ in our Home in the narthex as you leave.  The Lutherans just came out with a new Lutheran Study Bible, which is fantastic.  The margins are filled with commentary from different scholars to help us think creatively about these texts.  And they don’t always agree, like a page of Jewish Midrash—you have the text and then you have what the great theologians think of the text all around it, and that conversation is part of the Living Word.  Holy Scripture, is Holy Conversation, so read with someone else.  

 So this is one more invitation.  Sometimes we need a nudge.  Borrow a Bible from us for a week if you need to, there are tons of Bibles on the shelf in the workroom.  I can give you readings if you need them, but dive into the Word these next days, and do so with you neighbor, with a friend or a family member.        

I know many of you already read scripture on a daily basis, and sometime I’d love to hear of the impact of that discipline…I know that many of us have experienced the clinging to Scripture as in fact the opposite:  Scripture grabs onto us; it takes hold of us, molds us, transforms us, haunts us.  Yesterday, we traveled to Mexico, a small group of us, to visit two different orphanages, where we met the children and talked with the directors, and do you know how often they grounded themselves through their words and actions in Scripture?  Stories for another time, but they couldn’t do what the do, working with abused, abandoned, orphaned children without clinging to the Word of God, Word of Life.  

