Luke 12.13-21 - Pentecost 10C - SVLC – August 01, 2010 

(Ps. 19) May the words of my mouth…
So, deep into our summers as a community, as individuals -- some of us travelling, some of us slowing down after a busy early summer, many of us pool side with friends, some of us gearing up for a new school year, all of us in many ways distracted, whether with work or with leisure, I think we’re all pulled away constantly from God’s good word.  So here Jesus speaks today and now, a challenging word, and pulls us back.  Sometimes we all can be kind of like those children on “leashes” at the amusement parks, running in every direction.  Or the little one who thinks she can do more than she can in the swimming pool.  Thanks be to God, our parent, our lifeguard, who dives in and rescues us with a word, albeit a challenging one:

“Be on guard against all kinds of greed,” Jesus says.  Can’t think of a more poignant message really in these late days of summer.  God’s word sizzles and pops, kind of like the sizzle and pop of a campfire or grill -- just as everyone’s relaxing, calming down, comfortable -- POP!  A spark jumps out and wakes us all up!  “Do not store up treasures for yourselves, be on your guard, one’s life does not consist of the abundance of possessions.”  

But interestingly, we are called to be rich!  Sisters and brothers in Christ, we are called, this day, into this strange idea; we are called this day and throughout our lives, to be “rich…toward God.”
What does that mean?  What does it mean to be “rich toward God.”  It is once again, a counter-cultural challenge.  Our culture can’t help us here, with what it means to be rich toward God.  Our culture preaches a different gospel -- prosperity, self-interest, security, possessions, bigger barns.  Our culture preaches being rich toward self.  The man in the story, that Jesus told long ago, is ironically the poster-child for our culture today:  successful, hard-worker, builds bigger, buys more, and quite the Epicurean (he eats, drinks, he’s merry).  He probably shares much of what he has, giving to charity, taking care of his friends, securing his family.  What’s wrong with this?  In fact -- isn’t everything about this man right?  He’s far from evil -- he’s just got a lot of stuff!  Frankly he’s the kind of person I’d like to be friends with…the kind of person I’m tempted to be…(slowly) and truthfully the kind of person I am.  (pause)
The problem is, according to Jesus, [slowly] this “great guy,” God calls A FOOL.  God calls his lifestyle laughable.  Ludicrous.  Tragic…  

POP!  “You fool!  This very night your life is being demanded of you.  And the things you have prepared, whose will they be?  So it is with all those who store up treasures for themselves but are not rich toward God.”

Sisters and brothers in Christ, I don’t know exactly how you’re hearing this…maybe it’s exactly the nudge you need at this time in your life, or at this time in your summer.  Maybe it’s the furthest thing from what you wanted to hear today.  But I always count these challenges as blessings.  “Be on guard against greed.”  This could be seen as a threat from God, but these are life-preserving instructions from our parent, our lifeguard.  “Stop hoarding money just for yourself.  Share.”  Sometimes we need it spelled out for us plainly, not in a gentle, sweet invitation, but in a command.

Heather and I are going through another one of the many trials of parenthood with our 1½  year old daughter Katie.  I think we fell into a pattern of disciplining her the same way we discipline our 4½  year old Micah.  As many of you know age 1 and age 4 are vastly different.  To be more specific…when Micah gets out of line, we let know verbally, then we repeat it, then we give him an official warning, then finally a consequence.  We’ve kind of been doing this with Katie too, until the other day, when we read in our favorite parenting books, that at 16 months, they just need stern commands, and immediate consequences -- no warnings, just clear instructions.  “No hitting.”

Sometimes dear friends, when it comes to money and things; when it comes to talking about being “rich toward God,” we need parenting more geared toward 1 year olds than 4 year olds.  (Are you with me?  Anyone feeling old, this is the sermon for you..)  This passage could have read more like a 4-year-old-style of parenting:  “How about we try a little harder to do a little better with our money, with our sharing? [pause]  Wait!  No, no, let’s share what we have.  [pause]  OK.  This is your warning…there are people on this earth who are hungry, needy, lost, forsaken, forgotten that need our help.  There are systems of injustice that push down the weak, and lift up the strong.  That’s not right is it?  There are families that fight among themselves, that try to get the most toys, the most money, the most protection, the most, the bigger, the better, the best.  C’mon let’s try a little harder?”  See how many words are needed in the 4-year-old-style?  But Jesus gives it to us stern and plain:  (Thanks be to God for the pop.) “Be on your guard.  Share.”  

Christ’s instructions might be quick and clear (and perhaps need to be).  But the task before us -- being faithful and following through --is not.  Sisters and brothers in Christ, thanks be to God, we have help in this task of opening our hands, loosening our grip on our time, talents, and treasures.  (pray with open hands)  We ask every week in our Lord’s prayer -- “deliver us from evil.”  Maybe you always thought of “deliver us from evil” as a plea to save us from others who might harm us.  But I want you to know that we are also asking God to save us from ourselves, from our own greed.  God deliver me from my selfishness, from my wanting to store up treasures for me and mine, from wanting to build bigger barns. [pause] 

And GOD hears our prayers.  God takes us by the hand and leads us down the path of sharing (the path of righteousness), not yanking us along, but God takes us by the hand and shows us, through the life, death and resurrection of Jesus.  God is both our parent and lifeguard, speaking sternly and boldly, lovingly and gently, taking us, rescuing us, calling us to come along.  (slowly) Being hand in hand with God -- parent and child -- now that is rich.  AMEN.    

