Acts 16.9-15 – Easter 6C - SVLC – May 09, 2010

Friends in Christ, the Holy Spirit is sent to us -- even today, even now -- to teach us and remind us of all that Jesus said.  Peace and grace is left here with us.  Amen?
Friends in Christ, the Holy Spirit is sent to us this day, and we know that to be true for the Holy Spirit works through those in our lives.  There are different kinds of evangelists in our own lives:  Some preach and teach and show us Jesus’ love by their words and actions.  But before we can see or hear them, someone’s got to make it possible, someone’s got to clear the way for us to see and hear God’s love.  I want you to think for a moment this morning about your own journey, about all those along the way who made it possible, all those who got you to the place where you learned about God.  [pause]  Maybe that means for you literally, “Who drove you to church when you were a child?”  But not every one of us was driven to church as a child.  And for some, maybe they were driven to church, but maybe they didn’t hear or see God there.  Maybe it was all just rules and empty rituals, and they really heard and saw God’s grace and God’s love at some later time.  Who opened the Christian faith up to you in a new way, who made it possible for you to know grace and mercy, the cornerstones of our faith -- who cleared the way for you to receive the Gospel? 

I actually want you to turn to your neighbor and tell them who that person is for you.  “Who got you to the place, who cleared the way, for you to learn about God’s grace?”

Did any of you mention your mothers?  How fitting this question and this text might be for many of us this Mother’s Day.  

Today in our First Lesson, we hear the story of Lydia.  Only time we here about Lydia in our three year cycle, but what a wonderful movement of the Spirit that her story comes to us on Mother’s Day.

Lydia is the first European Christian.  How many of us have European roots?  In a way all of us have European CHRISTIAN roots because, with a few exceptions of course, Christianity really came to us in the United States by way of Europe.  So today we remember the one who cleared the way for the Gospel to be spread to Europe.  

Paul, this time has a vision.  He’s in modern day Turkey when he has it, and in the vision he gets the idea that he and his companions need to go to Greece (Macedonia).  [pause]  So they do!  

Let me stop right there.  How many of us would actually respond so faithfully to a vision we had from God?  God is always calling us out of our comfort zones and into choppy waters in order to spread the Good News of Christ’s love.  

So Paul up and goes across the sea, and arrives eventually at this city called Philippi.  Now Philippi is still around today.  Anyone ever been there?  It was a busy and beautiful port city.  Did you notice how it said a Roman colony?  What that meant was that it was actually a place where retired Roman military folks liked to settle.  What does Philippi remind you of? (I’m telling you , such a gift to live where we live, as students of the Bible, because we have the same climate, the same landscapes, and today even the same kind of cities as the Biblical texts!  Something I didn’t have growing up..)
So Paul arrives in San Diego, I mean Philippi, and starts asking around town (probably secretly, being a Roman colony), where the prayer groups meet.  And he finds out about this group that meets down by the river.  And it is led by a woman named Lydia.  (If I was more on the ball, I would have announced last week, that we should all wear purple today to remember Lydia.  Next week if you like…)

Lydia was a dealer of fine, purple cloths -- the symbol of royalty, the symbol of wealth.  So she was probably wealthy herself.  And she was open to hearing Paul’s preaching.  Interesting that this account starts with Paul having a vision about a “man” of Macedonia beckoning him to come.  And then he meets Lydia.  (side note: Sometimes the vision and the reality are just slightly different and that’s OK, and we are invited this day to be open to reality being slightly different, maybe even more surprising than the vision...but we know we’re called into something…)

He meets Lydia, and immediately she’s baptized, and immediately she opens up her home to Paul and his companions, so that her house Philippi can become a sort of base camp for the spreading of the Gospel to Europe (“surge of hospitality”).  Lydia makes it possible through the work of the Holy Spirit, for the Gospel to be spread.  So really the question that you discussed earlier was “Who were the Lydias in your life, who cleared the way, provided the base camp, for the Gospel to be spread to you?”  And how fitting that Lydia, this Mothers Day, might be remembered as the mother of European Christianity?  She mothered in the Good News -- offering hospitality, food and company, space to rest and organize, money and goods -- a sort of birth canal for the church.  
And here we are today -- STILL!  We’ve matriculated -- great word today, from the Latin and Greek root that means mother or womb.  We are registered with Christ even today, in thanks in part to Lydia, and all those who were registered with Christ back then.  
When we pray our prayers of intercession every Sunday, we always pray in thanksgiving for those who have gone before us, and we’ll do that again today, tying us together with all the faithful.  We hold the past, and our love and appreciation for those from our past, in thanksgiving and so that they might be strength for us in the future.  It’s really quite astounding this unbreakable bond that we share this day.  

Semi-circular communion rail…

Even while our set-up is a little different here at Shepherd of the Valley, remember that we are re-member through the Holy Spirit that rests with us this day.  Remember that we are re-membered to all those who have gone before us, a bond that not even death can break.   Remember that we are re-membered to one another, a bond that not even disagreement and difference can break.  And finally remember this day, that we are re-membered to ourselves, that the Holy Spirit this day, puts us back together, re-members us, renews us with strength and forgiveness, giving us hope and joy and peace and the hospitality of our mother-sister Lydia so that we might go to re-member this broken world, not for our own sake, but for the sake of the one who sends us and loves us into action.  AMEN.   

