Acts 11.1-18 – Easter 5C - SVLC – May 02, 2010

· Our Gospel text today, as always, is the final climax.  We build up, and build up in the first two lessons and then the psalm and then, “BAM!  There it is,” Jesus says, “In case you’re not getting it, let me sum it up for you…”  But let’s back up a bit.  Once again this week, I’d like to focus my attention on the first lesson.  This lesson of Peter’s vision follows last week’s lesson of Peter raising Tabitha from the dead. 
· Last week, I said, wasn’t about Peter, it was about the community.  This week is about Peter…the great sinner/saint. Saint, obviously (St. Peter’s), but fumbling all along the way, even in Acts…struggling to discern God’s call.
· This text is one of those very important and very ignored texts about Scripture interpreting Scripture.  In other words, it says one thing in the Bible, and then it says something else here.  To divide and sift and show partiality between Jews and Gentiles was just a way of being faithful.
· Jews separating themselves from Gentiles was just keeping the law, pure and simple, and I think there’s something in there for us as well.  When do we too say like Peter, “You know, the whole culture does it this way, but as for me and my house…we will be faithful.”  When do we separate ourselves from the rest?  
· I think it’s this time.  “You know, the whole culture is doing this or that on Sunday morning, but as for me and my house…we will be faithful.”  
· I think we can also look to our Gospel text for clues about this as well.  Especially the Gospel of John, separating themselves was very important, but here’s how they do it: by loving one another.  “You know, the whole culture is built and oriented and organized around fear and distrust and violence, but as for me and my family…we will be faithful, we will separate ourselves.”

· Is separating ourselves faithful or sinful? YES.  It’s tricky, isn’t it? 

· The division of Jews and Gentiles might seem archaic, but the issue of division is very much alive for us today.  Yes, we should separate ourselves in choosing to be faithful followers of the Christ, filled with the Holy Spirit given in baptism.  And no, we better be careful how we make distinctions when it comes to including others in God’s embrace (and in our own).

· You don’t have to think very long to conjure up all the ways we divide ourselves today – Republicans/Democrats, Black culture/White culture, gay/straight, citizen/illegal, believer/nonbeliever, Lutherans/Catholics, human/non-human.  We are still drawing lines in the sand, stuck – not just stuck, but deeply rooted – in who’s in and who’s out.  Defining ourselves over/under and against another gives us identity.  And in some ways our divisions today are nothing compared to the Jews-Gentile divisions. [pause]
· And then Peter has a vision.  “Why do you call profane what God has called clean?”  Scripture interprets and reinterprets scripture.  And we’re all challenged by this, fo’ so’…
· AND look at what the Holy Spirit can do:

· When Peter reports his vision to the council, to the Jewish council in Jerusalem -- the big dogs -- what would you guess is the reaction?  What was the reaction with Jesus before the Jewish council, just weeks earlier?  “Burn him!” “Crucify him!” “Cut him off!”

· But look what happens when he shares his vision: vs. 18.
· [pause] I had a vision this week.  I’m not trying to be Peter here, but it was the strangest thing, and I have to tell you about it.  In dark hours of Wednesday morning.  I saw Pastor Melissa.

· “Why are you sad?” “I lost a friend.”

· Wonderful talk, with laughter and honesty and lament… that ended with a hug, and a strong sense that was as clear as a message in big bold font: “I’m going to be OK.  And you all are going to be OK.”  God’s angel still working in our midst.
· In our welcoming folks who are so different from us, we’re going to be OK.  In our shattering of borders and boundaries, in our putting on new eyes in the wake of the resurrection of Jesus, in our separating ourselves out as lovers in this world rather than hiders from it, in our embracing of all that God has called clean and important and sacred and loved -- the earth and all it’s creatures, including you and me, and all who look different from you and me -- we’re going to be OK.

· This is what the resurrection means.  Alleluia.  AMEN. 
