Acts 9.36-43– Easter 4C - SVLC – April 25, 2010

Grace to you and peace…

Sisters and brothers in Christ, resurrection keeps happening, in the wake of Easter morning, in the wake of centuries since this event, in the wake of tragedy, and loss, heartache and war, resurrection keeps happening.
I’m going to reflect and preach this morning on the first lesson from the book of Acts, where Peter raises Tabitha from the dead, in the wake of Easter morning.  Resurrection keeps happening all around us.

We are blessed by this text in these most joyous and most tragic of days.  Joyous, because today is the day that Michael King, Jr., already a beloved child of God will be baptized into the family of Christ.  Joyous because today is the day that he will be buried with Christ -- that’s how seriously we take baptism -- and in being buried with Christ he will be raised to new life forevermore.  We take that -- life forevermore -- seriously…because death in this world will come for all of us.     

Death came this past week for many, and among them our sister in the faith, Pastor Melissa Lundquist.  And she would be the first to tell us, that death, her death, your death my death, the deaths of all those who have gone before us, death never has the final word…because of Christ’s death and resurrection.  She would be the first to tell us that we are all buried into Christ in the waters of baptism, and because we die to Christ, who died for all, we live, she lives, Michael lives.  
And Christ’s raising from the dead raises us up together.  It joins us with the communion of the saints, those who have gone before us, those who come after us, those who have just joined us.  Pastor Melissa would be the first to tell us that Michael Jr.’s death into Christ this morning assures him and all of us that we are now free to live, free to be the people that God is calling us to be.  Christ’s conquering death and the grave raises us all…and allows us to raise one another, just as Peter and the community around him, raised Tabitha.      
This is not a story about Peter doing a one-time miracle.  It’s a story about God working through the community of the faithful even and especially in times of trial, in times of sorrow.  When we hold one another, weep for one another, celebrate with one another, resurrection keeps happening.  

Of course we’d all love to wave a magic wand and bring a cure to those we love who are sick, bring life back to those we love who have died.  Sometimes that’s how we pray:  “Just fix it God, just fix it, fix it the way I want it to be, make us happy.”  But the stories today call us not to pray for a quick fix, a one-time cure, blanket happiness; the stories today urge us to open ourselves to God’s healing.  What if we prayed, not for a one-time cure, but for ongoing healing, God’s ongoing healing?  That can happen as we grieve together, like the community that gathered around Tabitha (text says they washed her, they wept for her) -- that’s God’s ongoing healing starting to work.  Through our coming together, through our tears, through our lament, even through our anger, we open ourselves to God’s healing.  That’s why we need the Scriptures, that’s what the Psalms are all about -- mostly tears, lament and anger (but finally praise).  Tears and lament and anger are often left out, especially in our culture (“just think happy thoughts, just be positive”).  I’ve become more and more convinced that one of the deficiencies of our culture is that we fail to grieve.  We think we can by-pass it with positive thoughts, good feelings.  (Maybe that’s because I’m reading a book called Bright-sided or maybe it’s because it was a recurring theme at the conference I attended two weeks ago on ministry at the time of death or maybe it’s because I’ve been tempted myself to deny grief and mourning in all kinds of unhealthy ways.)  But ultimately this denial of real feelings can build up and even poison our bodies.  But look at the community around Tabitha, weeping and washing.  Maybe you’ve heard this, but they’ve done chemical studies on tears, and found that they actually contain toxins.  [pause]  So when we cry, we release toxins in our bodies, poisons.  When we cry, there is healing.  When the body of Christ joins together in the wake of the resurrection, crying out to God, weeping and washing, there is healing.  

The community around Tabitha cried together for her, we learn, they opened themselves to God’s ongoing healing.
Today we are raised up -- all of us.  Michael Jr. is raised up, Pastor Melissa is raised up, Tabitha is raised up, and we are raised up.  We go down to the dust and still we are raised up!  We are downed with Christ and because of that we are raised up.  (Ancient priests used to baptize babies in coffins filled with water, and they would say “I kill you in the name of the Father, Son, Holy Ghost.”  Bury you bury you bury you.  We would never do that today because it’s such violent imagery, maybe it’s also just too negative, not happy enough for the happy day…)  

