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Grace to you and peace from God who creates us with love, from Jesus who redeems us with love, and from the Holy Spirit who loves us into both comfortable and challenging places.  AMEN.

Well here we are tonight, telling the story and enacting its meaning.  The story is not just a story that happened long ago; the story is true and it’s happening tonight.  Jesus tonight is telling his disciples many things around the table -- things that might be confusing for us, things that we might not think we have time for, things that might be tempting to write off as sentimental, or too soft-hearted, or too unrealistic, or too out-of-this-world, or too impossible, or too difficult.  Some have wondered, “Well, maybe Jesus really just means love one another, that is those who look, act, think and believe like us.”  Jesus, tonight, is telling his disciples many things around the table -- things that might be quickly rationalized.  But be assured that it is us Jesus is talking to tonight.  We’re not just putting on a dramatic re-enactment, disconnected from something that happened long ago; we’re putting on, embodying a dynamic command, this Maundy Thursday, this “Mandate” Thurday, deeply connected to something that is happening right now.  We’re putting on God’s love; and then turning to put that same love on one another.
I really want to encourage you to come have your feet washed.  Come jump into the story.  And then kneel down and wash another’s feet.  Put these words of love into your hands.  Let these words of love drip all over your feet.  Feel the water tonight.  This simple water, whether its warm or cold, this simple water is a visceral sign of God’s love for you.  Come and receive that love, and as Jesus commands us in response, “turn and share that love.”  

Now maybe this is a very new idea for you, that you are invit  “Receive God’s love and then turn and share it.”  Praise God if you’re hearing this message for the first time tonight.  My sense however is that for many of us, this doesn’t sound like anything new.  And in this culture of being cutting edge and wildly innovative, otherwise deemed outdated or even dead, maybe that puts an ancient message in jeopardy.  But this message is so powerful, so life-altering, that we as Christians must return to basin and the water, to these words “Love one another” year after year.   

“Receive God’s love and then turn and share it,” might just be the most challenging message we’ve heard all year.  (That’s why we’ve got to come up here and get our bones into it, dripping on our hands and on our feet.  If you are embarrassed or you feel like you don’t know what you’re doing, you’re even more in line with the Scriptures!)  We have to both tell the story and enact the meaning because this is a tough message, and we are stubborn. 
Not sure how many of you heard what Audrey (Jan and Brooke Hardy’s grand-daughter) said at the Children’s Talk on Palm Sunday a few days ago…

I had asked, “Why do you think Jesus friends and all the people that cheered for him on Sunday had turned on him by Thursday?”  And Audrey really taught us all.  She said, “Because Jesus wanted to love everybody.”  

We have to tell the story and enact its meaning because we can so quickly fall away from the story and the meaning.  We can so quickly fall out of words and actions of love, and find ourselves tossed to and fro by every whim, every latest trend, every frantic warning, every tragic event:  wars and rumors of wars, healthcare, taxes, divorce, estrangement, depression, suicide, joblessness, homelessness, loss of a child, hatred, disease, the list goes on…
But God’s love goes on even further!  Love divine, all loves excelling.  God’s love covers us all this evening, God’s grace washes us.  Just as water touches our feet (I have really sensitive feet…probably smelly too)…when that water touches my feet it kind of tingles.  Just as water touches our feet, God’s love tingles in our bodies.  We are forgiven and set free to serve, friends in Christ.  Tonight, Jesus “returns to his base,” his dearest friends (that’s us); he returns to his base by pulling up a basin, with a simple but profound message about love.  Sisters and brothers in Christ, we are covered and filled tonight with good things, as we watching our Lord moving in our midst.  
That same Christ who took off his outer garment, knelt at his friends’ feet and poured himself out for them, now pours himself out for you…and it tingles a little.  Come and receive, come and serve, come and know God’s love on your skin and in your bones.  It is given freely for you.  AMEN.       
