Luke 5.1-11 – Epiphany 5C - SVLC - February 7, 2010

Grace to you and peace…
Well I can tell you, and this is no surprise to you, that being a parent of young children is very tiring work.  It requires much of us.  It tests our patience.  It challenges Heather and I in our marital relationship.  Mornings: waking up (or being woken up) early, getting dressed, fixing breakfasts, packing lunches, getting out the door--just getting in the car is a tiring work when you have kids--nap times, play times, dinner times, bed times.  Any who have little ones themselves or who have ever cared for small children know what it’s like: exhausting.  We just visited some dear friends of ours on Friday.  He was one of my best friends in high school back in Texas.  We never planned things would turn out this way, but amazingly, he’s now living up in Irvine, he’s been married for a number of years, they’ve got a little boy in preschool and they just had a baby girl.  It was fun to be together, and Tony and I both admitted (over cups of coffee in the afternoon)--this is really tiring work.
The most intriguing part of this morning’s Gospel reading (for me), the part where I can connect most strongly, the part that hooks me or, like a net, the part that catches me (to use fishing imagery), is the part where we find out how tired Peter was: verse 5 -- “we’ve worked holos nuctos (all night long) but have caught nothing.”  For some of us it might be raising children, for others, it’s working in schools or businesses, law firms, health care, government, non-profits.  How many of us can relate to the feeling of having worked holos nuctos but caught nothing?  How many of us can relate to being exhausted, like two dads drinking coffee in the afternoon?  And now is when Jesus asks us to go back out there?  This morning, it’s been a long night?  Our lives up this point might be thought of as “a long light.”  We’ve already been working all night long.  So what are you up to Jesus?
One of the dangers in these stories about Jesus calling disciples is to remove ourselves and romanticize Peter.  After all, Peter was the great apostle right?  The Rock on which the church was built.  We can’t possibly relate to him.  I’d never have the courage to drop my nets and follow like Peter.  We’ve got to be careful about going down that road, because Peter was exactly like you and me.  That’s what’s so amazing about this story.  Peter and the other disciples got tired and cranky just like you and me.  Peter thought he had done all he could, the best he could.  His well was empty.  And Jesus calls him back out there…and that fishing surprise was just the beginning.  The disciples are you and me, tired, cranky, energized, frustrated, hopeful, despairing YOU AND ME.  [pause]
I’ve gotta tell you a little about Martin Luther’s understanding of vocation.  Texts like these just invite us so plainly to talk about VOCATION, once we realize that we are the disciples that Jesus is approaching.  It’s our boats Jesus is climbing into.  Have you heard that word?  “A calling.”  But unfortunately it’s become less and less common to talk about a person having a calling outside of religious careers.  This would make Luther roll over in his grave…because Luther said that every person has a calling, a vocation.  We actually have more than one.  I for example am called to be a pastor, which explicitly means in the Lutheran church, a minister of word and sacrament.  That’s certainly a special calling that I don’t take lightly--preaching the Gospel of Jesus Christ and offering Holy Communion and Baptism to all.  But I also have a vocation to be a husband, a father, a brother, a son.  God has called me in many ways.  And each of those roles ought not to be taken lightly.  ___, I hope you realize that God has called you to be a _____.

And sometimes our calls change as situations change, as the tides change.  Putting your nets in here?  Try over here Jesus says.  Some who never imagined themselves as parents are suddenly and surprisingly receiving a call to be a parent.  And others who always did see themselves as parents are suddenly, sometimes tragically, called to new ventures.  [pause, then slowly] God’s call saturates our lives, as busy or as tiring or as joyous or as difficult as our lives might be, guiding us through the waters and onto the shore, back out into the waters, and back up onto the shore.

It’s important to note that the first thing Jesus invited the disciples to do in this text, the first thing Jesus invites us to do, is to drop our nets even deeper.  
In other words, you are first called this morning to God work on you to become an ever more faithful ___.   You are called this morning to go out deeper and let your nets down.  And please don’t misunderstand me as saying you need to do more.  There’s a difference between doing more and doing faithful.  On Thursday, we had our semi-annual Day of Theological Reflection, and we heard a speaker who was the preaching prof at Fuller Seminary.  Great topic for me and the other pastors--preaching.  And one of the things he said was that somewhere along the way he stopped evaluating his students or any preachers for that matter on the basis of whether or not it was a good sermon.  Good sermon: what does that mean?  Good mother, good child, good business manager, good teacher: what does that mean?   Somewhere along the way, he started evaluating on the basis of…were they faithful? [pause]  (And his talk was really meant to cover what that meant for the preacher.)

Sisters and brothers in Christ, God is faithful.  It always starts there.  God comes to us first, just like Jesus approached Peter.  God stays with us through it all.  And today God calls us--some of us tired, some of us rested--today God calls all of us…even deeper into faithfulness.  To be a parent who parents more deeply, more faithfully.  To be a teacher who teaches more deeply, more faithfully.  To be an artists who offers art to the world more deeply, more faithfully.  To be a business manager who manages more deeply, more faithfully.  To be a lawyer who practices law more deeply, more faithfully.  
And here’s the miracle: when we put our nets out, trusting our Master, even though we’re tired and suspicious, when we drop our nets deeper, we catch so much goodness that when we come to shore, the unimaginable discipleship--in other words “leaving everything” and following Jesus--just becomes as natural as green hills following the rain, or the sun coming up in the morning.  That last part seems to me the most unbelievable, that they had just caught all of these fish and they dropped it all and followed.  But it was so natural for them that Luke (the detail specialist) doesn’t even go into details.  Just says they just dropped everything and followed…so that they might begin a new vocation of catching people.  So it is with us as we go deeper, more faithfully into our vocations, trusting in the one who is most faithful, so it is with us that we might begin new vocations of gathering and caring for God’s people and God’s world.  

Thanks be to God for God’s great faithfulness, for God’s call to follow this day and always.  AMEN.  
