John 2.1-11 – Epiphany 2C – SVLC – January 17, 2010
Grace to you and peace from Jesus Christ who comes into our world and turns plain things into celebratory things.  AMEN.
This is a celebratory text!  Jesus turning water into wine is described as the first of Jesus’ signs.  I call this a “sign” and not a “miracle” on purpose.  A miracle can too easily be dismissed as a magic trick, and a magic trick is too much of an end in itself.  You come to see a magician’s show, wonder at the tricks, admit you have “no idea how they did that,” applaud and then go home, relatively unchanged.  A nice night out.  That’s what that miracle was…

But a “sign” is something much greater.  A sign is a means to an end.  A sign points to something much more important than a temporary miracle.  A sign tells us something about God, something far greater than the one-time shock and awe of a magic trick or a miracle.

This “sign” of Jesus’ points us to a God who is creative, joyful and responsive.  This gospel text is just teeming with life and energy.  I find it so exciting (and funny) that Jesus’ mother in this text essentially expects him to respond, to do something good.  
[dialogue, starting at vs. 3]
 She’s not even phased by what he’s just said.  “But we need you now,” is her attitude.  And Jesus responds.  Not out of pity or irritation or blind obedience.  [rolling eyes like a teenager..] “Fine.”

Always in the Gospel of John, Jesus is responding out of compassion, love for the world (John 3:16).  Jesus is responding out of compassion…and a desire to celebrate.  [pause]
This text calls to mind the issue of drunkenness, but despite the images of six giant stone jars just turned to wine, this text doesn’t condone drunkenness.  Everything is a metaphor in the Gospel of John.  Drunkenness is literally a numbing oneself to the realities of this life, but it’s also a metaphor:  We don’t just get drunk with alcohol.  Some don’t even touch alcohol, but we’ve all been drunk.  There are so many ways that we try to numb ourselves, escape and avoid pain.  We all have our vices.  [pause]    
Ironically, it’s like drunkenness is the ordinary thing, the plain thing.  Who doesn’t get drunk in one way or another?  At least that’s an innate tendency: to want to numb ourselves, escape, avoid pain and reality.  It’s why television is so successful (how many like me are guilty this week of tiring of the coverage in the Haiti, flipping the channel to a show?  Escape, denial), it’s why the movies, it’s why the vacation industry, alcohol companies, pornography, drug dealers, sporting events, video games, Barnes and Noble…We all have our vices.  And these are obviously not all bad things, some are, but some are good things to do.  We all need to re-create, recreate.  But when they become a means of numbing ourselves, when they become a form of drunkenness, [slowly] we need a sign from God to point us back.  We need a sign, not just a quick miracle.  We need that water turned to wine.  
“We’ve run out,” says Jesus’ mother.  We too can expect Christ to respond to our pleading: we need our water turned to wine.  

And he does:  Jesus comes into our world and turns plain things into celebratory things!  He transforms a plain life into a celebratory life.  And he does it not out of pity or obligation or blind obedience.  
With Jesus, it’s all done out of COMPASSION.  Divine compassion, love divine, all love’s excelling.  Love overflowing.  Water to wine, even at this late hour.  [pause]

The best is yet to come.  Jesus turns the plain, ordinary things in this life--a sunset, a smile, a good meal, a good talk--into celebratory things.  There’s a nice lesson here about appreciating the little things, and that God turns the little things into wondrous things.  But it’s even better than that:  Jesus turns not just things, but you and me--plain and ordinary--into celebratory you and celebratory me.  We are the ones transformed here in this story!  Praise God.  We are turned from water to wine!     
And what does our new celebratory life look like?  It looks like Christ.  (Funny to play with the metaphor of us as wine:  Jesus, hovering over the wine, sees a reflection of himself in us the wine that he’s just transformed.)  WE now overflow with compassion, like Christ.  We now are filled to the brim with creativity, joy, and a desire to respond.  We are now conscious and sober to the pains and realities of this world and we respond to them, not alone, but deeply imbedded into communities of faith.  Isaiah celebratory text offers the image of a party in the desert.  We become blessed to be a blessing to this world.  And a celebratory life is a joyous, creative, inspiring life that is lived in service to others and in service to this earth.   We’ve run out of plain-ness, and now it’s time to start the party.  Even now at this late hour.  We are transformed, like water to wine, by the love of God.  Christ is in our midst, friends.  Moving among us, accompanying us, pointing us to where we need to go.  Enjoy the party!  
And this is just the first sign.  AMEN. 
Praying for those suffering

Loving God,

in the communion of Christ, we are joined with the trials and sufferings of all.

Be with those who endure the effects of the earthquake in Haiti.

Protect those in the path of danger.

Open the pathway of evacuations.

Help loved ones find one another in the chaos.

Provide assistance to those who need help.

Ease the fears of all and make your presence known in the stillness of your peace...
